
Phase 2: Extraction, this won’t hurt a bit.

MA R C H  1 6 T H 
m a r k e d t h e 
i n a u g u r a l 

“wrench-work” day on the 
TTA Stag. That Sunday 
saw the STTAG Resto-
ration Team in action, 

removing the engine from the project car. This was the fi rst of 
the two fi lthiest operations of the project, the second will be 
the removal of the suspension systems.
 With 10 bodies present, we fi gured that would be 
enough manpower to wrestle a single Stag off a trailer. The 
“winch” consisted of a couple of the team members and a 
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Phase 2: Extraction, this won’t hurt a bit.

sturdy hold-down strap as the other participants guided the 
car down the ramps. Fortunately, we had enough “human” 
brakes to slow down the gravitational pull of the driveway, 
since the Stag’s brakes were inoperative. Once on blacktop 
terra-fi rma, the hardtop was pulled and taken to the western 
annex where Stag LD2 will hold on to it for awhile.
 We then rolled the TTA Stag into the garage where 
the team descended to the various areas to prepare for the 
engine extraction. Roman, Don, Richard and Joe Kaplon 
started to pull the radiator, AC and other ancillary compo-
nents. Jay sat in the driver’s seat to remove the center console 
and shift selector. Mark, Irv and Jack were fl oaters, lending a 
hand where needed. Rather than fi ght with the rusted exhaust 
system, I instructed Chuck and Rick to simply Sawzall (the 
tool without a conscience) the pipes. Strategic cuts allowed 
the whole thing to be pulled off in pieces and also prepared 
them for their trip to the landfi ll. Since those two were under 
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the car anyway, they took the opportunity 
to disconnect and remove the driveshaft. 
There was a slight delay here, as with 
the gearshift lever out, we needed to fi nd 
neutral to help that removal process.

 A stubborn left side exhaust 
manifold and starter kept us at bay for 
the better part of an hour. We managed 
to get those components removed to 
expose the fi nal engine mount. Finally, 
we started the extraction process. This 
went very well with everyone helping 
to assure there were no hangups with 
cables, hoses, or anything else that 
could get in the way. With one member 
on the hoist and another managing the 
rolling fl oor jack, the process of raising 
the engine and lowering the angle of the 
transmission tail-shaft, the whole lump 
was lifted to the sky, [well to the garage 

ceiling anyway.] For the Stag neophytes, 
the team was amazed as to how high 
we had to lift the thing. I did prepare 
the team that the manual transmission/
overdrive is longer, and that we will be 
much “gentler” putting things back to 
protect the “new” paint. Once the motor 
was removed, it was time to break for 
lunch. Kathy and Jenny served panini 
sandwiches, and we took a well deserved 
rest. 
 The only thing left was to sepa-
rate the engine from the transmission, 
remove any remaining fl uids from the 
motor, and  clean up the mess we made. 
Richard stepped forward and volunteered 
to take the Stag engine up to the ISOA 
Silver Lake Engine Development Facil-
ity, where that team will do the evalua-
tion* for machining and rebuilding. We 
wrapped the engine in swaddling clothes 
and duct tape and placed the 450 pound 
lump into the bed of Richard’s truck. 

 Prior to storage, the previous 
owner reported excessive coolant loss 
and overheating. As I surmised, a con-
tributing factor (pun intended, inside 
joke reference) to the overheating issue 
was evidence of a blown head gasket, 
since there was coolant present in #6 
cylinder. We are awaiting the David 
“Antoinette” Graham (TSC member) 
head removal tool from the Carolinas to 
facilitate that stage.
 The team helped clean up the 
garage fl oor where the Stag bled all over 
it. Each member did drink some of that 
blood to ingest a part of its soul. The next 
phase will need members of the electri-
cal and suspension team. We will extract 
the suspension components and external 
electrical and that will be covered in 
Phase 3: Suspended in Springtime, Shock 
and Strut Yourself.

Phase 2 Team: Chuck “Guv’ner” Mon-
tague, Rich Scholl, Rick Paulsen, Roman 
“Junior” Hyrnewycz, Irv “Elwood” 
Korey, Mark “Guzzler” Moore, Jay 
Holekamp, Joe “Jellybelly” Kaplon, 
Don Sheldon, Jack “Spuds” Billimack 
and Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak.

Stagmeister
 *see assessment of engine condition of page 6

Ed note: in our April issue, SNIC BRAAPP 
neglected to credit Nick Costello as the 
photographer of the Stag photos that 
appeared on pp 28-9. We regret the 
oversight.

Phase 2 Time: 5.5 hrs
Phase 2 Cost: $0 

Total Project Time:18.5 hrs
Total Project Cost: $180.35
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ISOA EVENTS CALENDAR

ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION

 The ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION is an owners and enthusiasts club dedicated to the ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION is an owners and enthusiasts club dedicated to the ILLINOIS SPORTS OWNERS ASSOCIATION

enjoyment and preservation of TRIUMPH cars. Monthly meetings are held at Mack’s Golden 
Pheasant on North Ave and Rt. 83 in Elmhurst (X marks the spot on the map), on the fi rst 
Sunday of every month (unless otherwise announced). Meeting time is 7:00 PM (roughly), 
but come early, have a beer, and share some TRIUMPH BS with your fellow enthusiasts.

 The Board of Directors meets the fi rst Sunday of every month prior to the general meeting.
All members are welcome to attend board meetings

Pheasant on North Ave and Rt. 83 in Elmhurst (X marks the spot on the map), on the fi rst 

ISOA EVENTS OF IN “TR” EST
Month Date Day Time  Event

May  3rd Sat. 8:00 AM Tune-up Clinic Pyle’s 320 N. Linden, Itasca, 630/773-4806
 4th Sun. 7:00 PM ISOA General Membership Meeting [Board 5:00]
 10th Sat. 8:00 AM Breakfast Run. Meet at Larry’s Diner 1131 West Lockport Rd, Plainfi eld
     Ph. Doug Larson [815/725-8608] for details
 17th Sat. 11:00 AM West Leyden Car Show, Northlake, Ph. Rob Paczowski 630/989-1610
 16-8 Fr-Sun.   SVRA Vintage GT Challenge - Road America, Elkhart, WI
 23-5 Fr-Sun.   Champaign British Car Show
 31st Sat.   Chi-Town Cruise McCormick Place http://www.chitownkruze.com/

Jun. 1st Sun. 7:00 PM ISOA General Membership Meeting [Board 5:00]
 8th Sun.   Michiana British Car Show, South Bend, IN
 8th Sun.   Peoria British Car Show
 11-15 W-Sa.   TRA National Convention, Huron, OH
 15th Sun.   Wisconsin British Car Show, Sussex, WI - John Stockinger 262/521-107221
 21st Sat.   St. Andrew Society Highland Games British Car Show, Oak Brook
 28th Sat. 10:30 AM TR Fore! ISOA Golf Outing Ph. Bruce Barnett [847/357-4226] for details
 27th Fri. 6:30 PM Drive-In Movie Night - Meet at Augostino’s, 300 W. North Ave, West Chicago

July 6th Sun. 7:00 PM ISOA General Membership Meeting [Board 5:00] 
 11-13 Fr-Sun.   ISOA Spring Campout - Galena Area Ph. Bob Crowley [630/355-7943] for details
 13th Sun.   British Boots & Bonnets British Car Show, Poplar Grove, IL
 26-7 Sa-Sun..  VSCDA at Autobahn Country Club, Joliet

August 3rd Sun.   Transportation Extravaganza, IL Railway Museum, Union, IL
 3rd Sun.   Meadowbrook Car Show, near Detroit, MI
 4-8 Tu-Fr   VTR National Convention, Ypsilanti, MI
 10th Sun.   Heartland British Car Show, Davenport, IA
 10th*  Sun. 7:00 PM ISOA General Membership Meeting [Board 5:00]*Not the fi rst Sunday 
 17th  Sun.   Orphan Auto Picnic, Aurora, IL 
 22nd Fri.   White Trash Night, Sycamore Speedway
 31st Sun.   ISOA Annual Turnabout Picnic Hampshire [in place of Sept. meeting]
 31st Sun.   Milk Pail Car Show, East Dundee

Sept. 7th Sun.   22nd British Car Union Festival - Morraine Valley Community College
 3-7    Friends of Triumph Kastner Cup Vintage Race at Watkins Glen, NY
 11-13    Six Pack Trials, Townsend, TN
 27-8 Sa-Sun.   British Reliability Run ‘08
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A LITTLE BS FROM BS

NEWS AND VIEWS FROM THE 
BUSTED KNUCKLE GARAGE

“So tell me again how come 
you got them old piece of 
crap Triumphs when, fer the 

same dough, you coulda hada Mustang or 
a Chevelle?” queried my buddy, Vinnie 
the Ratchet, as he slid his empty schooner 
in the direction of the innkeeper. He and 
I had gone through this argument on so 
many occasions that his inquiry was akin 
to the opening gambit of a chess match in 
which the players have competed against 
each other incalculable times. We both 
knew the drill. He would denigrate my 
Triumphs for their unreliability, while I 
would defend them on the basis of their 
handling and looks. But this contest 
would be different; I was ready for him 
with a new move, one that I had prepared 
for just this occurrence.
 “On accounta,” I parried as I 
prepared to spring my carefully laid trap 
on him, “Triumphs, more so than those 
mundane cars you mentioned, prepare 
you for the inevitable uncertainties that 
life brings you.”
 “What the [expletive deleted] ya 
talkin’ about?” he sputtered. “I t’ink you 
musta got a head start on me. Was ya into 
the Wild Turkey before I got here? Yer 
makin’ less sense than usual, and fer you, 
dat’s sayin’ sumpin.’ ”
 Vinnie had taken the bait. I could 
now set the hook and reel him in with my 
latest argument in defense of Triumph 

ownership vs. owning and operating 
domestic vehicles of the muscular vari-
ety, which my companion was so fond 
of.
  “Well Vinnie,” I said slowly, 
choosing my words deliberately as I 
wove my web, “take the other day. First 
thing in the morning, my three and half 
year old dishwasher, the one with all the 
whistles and bells and streamers, the one 
with the three year warranty, the one 
that was supposed to be bulletproof, fl at 
crapped out. Heating element. Then my 
phone, the brand new one right out of the 
box that I paid retail for [I added this last 
clause for dramatic effect, since most of 
Vinnie’s purchases were made right at 
the very bar at which were sitting and 
were frequently the result of “falling off 
a truck”] quit. Finally, my riceburner, 
heretofore the most dependable vehicle 
I’ve ever owned, the one I was convinced 
could take me to jaws of Hell and back 
without ever so much as a miss, locked in 
Park and absolutely refused to budge.”
 “So what the Hell does all dis 
crap hafta do wit Triumphs?” he asked. It 
was at this point that I felt I knew how the 
prehistoric hunters felt when the woolly 
mammoth charged across the pit that had 
been covered with branches and twigs. 
I paused briefl y savoring the moment 
before I pounced upon my unsuspecting 
prey.
 “On accounta,” I said, “without 
all my years as a long-suffering Triumph 
owner, I might not have been capable of 
dealing with such triumvirate of adver-
sity. However,” at this point I smiled 
benignly at the bartender, who was 
following our little dialogue with well-
disguised rapture that, to the untrained 
eye, might have passed for boredom. “I 
might have become seriously vexed. It is 
not at all beyond the realm of possibility 
that this confl uence of ill fortune would 
have caused me to go into an apoplec-
tic state, raising my blood pressure to 
stratospheric levels, causing my eyes to 
bulge out of their sockets and unleash-
ing a torrent on blasphemy that would 
cause Howard Stern to blush. But none 
of these things happened; I was able to 

maintain a demeanor of Christian charity 
mixed with a large measure of Eastern 
Zen. “And,” I pointed out, “at no time 
during this unholy experience did I resort 
to any type of pharmaceutical assistance 
to maintain my emotional tranquility.”
  “How, you may ask, was I able to 
remain so composed in the face of such 
calamity? My Triumphs had prepared me 
for such a fate. Anyone who has ever seen 
the tread from a tire go spinning off in a 
different direction on I-355 at 80MPH, 
or had his car die in rush hour on the Dan 
Ryan, or put his car into gear a thousand 
miles from home, only to fi nd that the 
RPM from the engine were not transmit-
ted to the wheels, knows whereof I speak. 
You see,” I said as I went for the Coup 
de grace, “my Triumphs have prepared 
me for any technical malfeasance that the 
world has to offer. You might say,” I said, 
going for the kill, “they have probably 
saved my life by preventing the certain 
stroke that would have most undoubtedly 
been my fate, were it not for my beloved 
Triumphs.” 
 I sat back and silently admired 
my logistical ptour de force. My carefully 
laid strategy had worked. Like a matador 
making his last graceful wave as his 
bovine foe realizes that his fate has been 
sealed, I allowed myself to quietly, albeit 
briefl y, bask in the glory that is victory. 
 Vinnie then mumbled something 
that sounded like “duckshoe,” but I 
couldn’t be sure. “Dat’s BS an’ ya know 
it,” my conquered colleague argued, but 
there was little of the typical conviction 
in his voice. I’m sure it was just his way 
of saying, ‘Hail Fellow, Well Met!’ I 
slowly pushed my barstool back to the 
rail and confi dently made my way to the 
exit. As I reached the door, I thought I 
overheard Vinnie say to the barkeep, “Do 
ya believe that crap? He coulda hadda 
Chevelle fer wat he’s got tied up in that 
British piece of junk.” While I couldn’t 
quite hear him, I was certain that bar-
tender said that I was right.

Streep

MONTHLY MUMBLINGS
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MONTHLY MUMBLINGS

MOORE ON THE MARQUE 
BY MARK “GUZZLER” MOORE 

It was great to see all the Triumphs 
in the parking lot of Mack’s at the 
meeting last month. As I write this 

less than a week later, I have still not been 
able to fi nd the time to get my car out of 
the garage and take that long anticipated 
annual maiden voyage. It is now only a 
few short weeks from my fi rst road trip 
to Road America, so the car will have 
to come out in the next week or so (if it 
stops raining long enough) for a shake-
down run.
  Most of my spare time has been 
spent working on my TR6 project. The 
main focus has been the body tub. We 
had the tub dip striped last fall, and that 
exposes every fl aw, of which there were 
many. By the time you read this, the tub 
should be in primer, but it has taken a lot 
of work to get this far. The car has had the 
fl oor pans, rockers, inner rear fenders, B 
posts, and rear valance replaced. Other 
areas only required extensive patching. 

It may have been smarter to start with a 
better tub [or even a better car], but being 
smarter is just not what I do.
  It has been great to have the 
support of club members in this project. 
Steve Yott is, of course, carrying the big-
gest load by doing most of the welding 
and coordinating the project, but other 
members have been equally ready to lend 
a hand. In fact, in this club it’s probably 
harder to keep people away than it is to 
fi nd help. [Not that I want to keep anyone 
away, I’ll take all the help I can get.]  Jeff 
Slaton, a 6-Pack buddy from Kentucky, 
came up last weekend to lend a hand. It’s 
almost a sickness that we just love to dig 
into this type of project. Jeff had a chance 
to sit in on an ISOA meeting and was 
impressed with our group. Being from 
a more rural area, the sheer number of 
people at a monthly meeting impressed 
him, and he enjoyed the fun we have at 
our gatherings.
  I hope the contagious nature of 
Triumph projects will continue to hold 
up for the TTA Stag project. So far, the 
club members have answered every call 
to keep the project moving. It’s a chance 
for us to show other clubs around the 
country what ISOA can do. Joe has the 
knowledge and experience to make this 
work, and with the rest of us helping out, 
the manpower to make it easy. So let’s 
keep up the good work. I regret that, with 

my TR6 project, I won’t be able to help as 
much as I would like to, but I do have the 
same sickness and won’t let a chance to 
wrench or hammer on another Triumph 
go by without getting a few licks in. 
  The last week of this month is 
British Car Week. This is an annual event 
to encourage British Car owners to drive 
their cars more during this week with the 
hope of raising awareness of our cars and 
our hobby. So if your car is ready to go, 
try to take it out a little more this week. It 
is a national event, so if you have limited 
use insurance, it is an event. Let the folks 
see us on the road and put some smiles 
on their faces.
‘til Next Time

Guzzler

SNIC-BRAAAPP is published monthly, most of the time, and should be expected before the ISOA membership meeting. 
Member contributions received by the 10th of the month will probably appear in the next newsletter, if at all. Submissions 
received later may be held until the following month. Submissions, accompanied by a sizeable gratuity, [remember- this is 
Chicago!] or plausible threat, are occasionally squeezed in at the last minute. Technical material is provided for reference 
purposes only and should be utilized advisedly, if at all. Opinions offered are those of the author’s and may not express the 
views of the ISOA board or the editorial staff of SNIC BRAAPPP.If not completely satisfi ed, mail back unread portion of SNIC 
BRAAAPP for complete refund of purchase price
.

Bob Streepy, 850 Kent Circle, Bartlett, IL 60103 email: trstreep@sbcglobal.net
SNIC BRAAAPP is published monthly by: VIDataPrint LLC - 847/683-9683SNIC BRAAAPP is published monthly by: VIDataPrint LLC - 847/683-9683SNIC BRAAAPP

ISOA MEMBERSHIP: Being a member of ISOA is easy! Owning a Triumph is optional, you can  Being a member of ISOA is easy! Owning a Triumph is optional, you can 
drive whatever you want. All you need to do is pay your annual dues of $30.00. (If you are a new 
member, add $10 one time signup fee, includes name badge and member kit) Your dues help cover 
the shipping and costs of the newsletter. Talk to a club member and join today! Be an ISOA’er. 

Send your check to: Kim Jensen, 903 Lilac Lane, Joliet, IL  60435-3239Send your check to: Kim Jensen, 903 Lilac Lane, Joliet, IL  60435-3239
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CARB CLINIC
BY JACK BILLIMACK 

AS TOLD TO BOB STREEPY

PHOTOS BY SPUDS

On March 22, the third day of 
spring, and with only a mere 
8” of fresh snow on the ground 

throughout much of Greater Chicagoland, 
more than a dozen ISOAers headed south 
to stately Jensen Manor in Joliet to partic-
ipate in the club carburetor workshop. [It 
should be noted that Rich Scholl arrived 
belatedly, having taken a circuitous route 
to Jensen’s by way of Kaplon’s in Orland 
Park.] Jerry Hurst, Gary Revis and Jack 
Billimack served as facilitators, although 

Mssrs.  Bentley 
and Haynes also 
contributed con-
siderably.
 T h e  g r o u p 
focused on rebuild-
ing Zenith-Strom-
berg carbs, and at 
least four sets of 
carbs were rebuilt 
during the session. 
The usual suspects 
were treated to a 
tasty lunch pre-
pa red  by  K im 
“Lower Wacker” 
Jensen  a round 

11:00 AM, washed down with assorted 
beverages. 

 Following the break, the group 
adjourned to the garage to complete 

their appointed rounds, but not before 
pausing to admire the engine/trans [with 
overdrive!] from Jensen’s Spitfi re which 
was awaiting installation back into Ms. 
Elizabeth. 

 By early afternoon, the group 
began mushing home to complete various 
domestic obligations [or to install their 
newly refreshed carbs before they forgot 
what they had learned] but not before 
spending a few hours among friends 
and picking up some pointers from one 
another.

TECH BRAAAPP

STTAG Engine Evaluation UpdateSTTAG Engine Evaluation Update
Problems found:
As pointed out during the extraction process, there was evidence of a blown head gasket on the left side. Hardest hit was #6. Coolant was 
leaking into this cylinder. Further confi rmation of overheating showed some piston scuffi ng as well. The good news is that there is no bore 
damage. The head gaskets would never seal properly because whoever did the previous head work had improperly decked the surface in too 
“rough” a fi nish. The head gaskets were also a problem because the water and oil galleys were blocked. The timing chains were stretched 
to the tensioner stops. All the guides were badly grooved, and the bearings were all original. Sadly, this engine would have self-destructed 
in a few thousand miles. So much for being “rebuilt.”

Good News!
Here is a quick rundown of all the good things. The cylinder bores are perfect! They will only require some honing. The piston and gudgeons 
are in spec and do not need replacement. All we need is a set of standard size rings! The heads need new guides, seats and valves cut, 
and the deck smoothed out. There is a .002 warp in the center of the left side head (remember the overheat issue?). The cam surfaces are 
perfect, and no line boring is needed.The oil pump is good, needing only a simple cleanup of the top cap. The jackshaft and block surfaces perfect, and no line boring is needed.The oil pump is good, needing only a simple cleanup of the top cap. The jackshaft and block surfaces 
are perfect and do not need line boring or resleeving. The crankshaft could have gotten away with a simple polish, but there was one main 
and two connecting rod surfaces that were slightly grooved. They will need to be cut .010, nitrided and balanced.

StagmeisterStagmeister

 continued from page 2 continued from page 2
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AN EX-EDITOR’S 
21st CENTURY CHILI

FOR SNIC-BRAAAP

BY TONY BEADLE, 
ISOA INTERNATIONAL BUREAU CHIEF 

& UK SENIOR CORRESPONDENT

As a dedicated and enthusiastic chili 
consumer, your UK correspondent 
was extremely disappointed that he 

was unable to attend the ISOA Chili Party 
on 15th March. And, going by the cook-off 
judge’s comments from a previous year’s 
event published in the March issue of Snic-
Braaapp, I’m certain I missed out on yet 
another humdinger of an ISOA bash.
 Being a “Limey,” I understand that 
by trying to tell Americans how to cook 
their national dish there’s a distinct possibil-
ity I may offend the hard core ISOA chili 
afi cionados. I can only suggest that anyone 
who feels truly aggrieved or insulted by my 
presumption should get their own back by 
sending me a recipe for Chicago-style fi sh 
and chips!    
 Almost exactly twenty years ago I 
sat down at a typewriter and pounded out the 
recipe for chili that I cooked up on Saturday 
nights. That was published in the very fi rst 
issue of a British magazine called Clas-
sic American as part of an article entitled, 
‘Viva Zapata!’ It was also my fi rst ever job 
as the editor of a mass circulation periodical 
and some of the content was, therefore, of a 
rather experimental nature, but I’m pleased to 
report that the magazine survived despite my 
efforts and is still going strong. An awful lot 
has changed since those days, but producing 
my ‘Saturday Night Special’ chili remains a 
weekly ritual in the Beadle household.
 As is the way of these things, my 
original chili recipe evolved continually over 
the years, and these days I prefer a much more 
leisurely approach. Instead of rushing to get 
everything done in less than an hour, I now let 
the chili simmer for as long as possible. Also, 
because some of the ingredients I used back 

in 1988 are no longer available in my local 
shops, others have had to be substituted. For 
a time, I was able to obtain a regular supply 
of my favourite Carroll Shelby Chili Mix, but 
this doesn’t seem to be available in the UK 
any more. Two things haven’t altered – I still 
use the same type of earthenware cooking pot 
(the fi rst one got broken sometime around 
1996, but the replacement has lasted well) 
and still drink lashings of red wine with my 
chili!

INGREDIENTS:

•400 grms pork loin steaks or 200 grms 
smoked bacon diced lardons 
•500 grms minced beef    
•1 medium onion
•1 medium green pepper (sweet)
•2 or 3 bird’s eye chilli peppers (small, red 
and hot!)
•2 or 3 cloves garlic
•1 400 gm can of red kidney beans (back in 
’88 I wrote: “Texans say that if you know 
beans about chili, you’ll know that chili has 
no beans” but I liked beans in chili twenty 
years ago, and I still do!)
•1 400 gm tin of chopped tomatoes 
•1 sachet Schwartz Chili Con Carne Mix
•Levi Roots Reggae Reggae Jerk Sauce (a 
sort of barbecue sauce from Jamaica)
•Discovery Mexican Chipotle Paste
•Dried Oregano and Mixed Herbs
•Cayenne and/or Paprika
•Fresh Coriander
•Salt and freshly ground black pepper
•Virgin olive oil
•Red wine 

METHOD:

Set oven to gas Mark 2 (150 degrees C) 
and place cooking pot with lid on middle 

shelf. Open wine of your choice, pour a glass 
and take a healthy slurp.
 If using pork loin steaks, trim off 
any fat and cut into half-inch cubes (you can 
also fi nd diced pork leg in some supermar-
kets). Heat a couple of spoonfuls of oil in a 
large frying pan, brown the pork, remove 
and place in cooking pot. If using bacon, 
it can stay in the pan as it needs to be fully 
cooked.
 Peel and dice onion. Wash green 
pepper, remove seeds and dice. Chop bird’s 
eye chillies, leaving seeds in. Peel and chop 
garlic. Add to frying pan with oregano and 
mixed herbs and cook until onion is transpar-

ent, then transfer to cooking pot and return 
to oven. Try another mouthful of wine.
 Add more oil if needed, heat, then 
put in minced beef. Use a wooden spoon 
or spatula to stir and separate mince while 
browning. When beef is browned, drain off 
all surplus fat, return pan to a low gas, add 
Chili Mix powder and stir thoroughly to coat 
meat. Add chopped tomatoes and mix in. 
Check the wine level and reduce.
 Add a teaspoon of salt and plenty of 
freshly ground black pepper, again making 
sure it is well mixed in. Then add jerk sauce 
(two tablespoons), chipotle paste (three 
teaspoons) and roughly chopped coriander 
leaves (about a handful should do), stirring 
in each ingredient as you go. More wine? 
Certainly!
 Next, comes the drained kidney 
beans, and once mixed in and up to tem-
perature, shovel everything into the cooking 
pot. Give the whole lot a really good stir 
then cover the top with a good splashing of 
paprika or cayenne. Replace pot in oven and 
leave to cook for a minimum of a couple of 
hours, reducing heat if necessary to prevent 
the chili boiling dry (you can add tomato 
juice or ketchup if this happens). If you acci-
dentally spill some red wine into the chili it 
can give it a smoother, mellower taste if that’s 
what you prefer.
 The quantities quoted ensure there 
is plenty left over after feeding two hungry 
people. This can be put in the freezer and 
thawed out for the following Saturday night 
(adding smaller amounts of the above ingre-
dients as required), used as a topping for 
baked potatoes or served up for breakfast 
with eggs. Chili definitely matures with 
aging and can be recycled in this manner for 
months. Enjoy!

CON “TR” IBUTIONS FROM ACROSS THE POND

BY TONY BEADLE, 

this doesn’t seem to be available in the UK 
any more. Two things haven’t altered – I still 
use the same type of earthenware cooking pot 
(the fi rst one got broken sometime around 
1996, but the replacement has lasted well) 
and still drink lashings of red wine with my 
chili!

•400 grms pork loin steaks or 200 grms 

Ed Note: We have forwarded this recipe 
to ISOA chief culinary techspurts, Billy 
Pyle and Joe Kaplon, who followed the 
recipe to a “T.” They then sent a bowl 
to the infamous “Judge #3” for a cri-
tique, but as of this writing, he has not 
yet returned any of our calls or emails.

Perhaps one of our readers [maybe 
even both of them?] may wish to 
prepare a cauldron of this recipe 
a t  n e x t  y e a r ’s  C h i l i f e s t ?a t  n e x t  y e a r ’s  C h i l i f e s t ?
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Dear Editurd-
 I know you frequently include 
“New Arrivals” in your publication, and 
I thought you might interested in includ-
ing my soon-to-be-blessed event. As you 
may have heard, I’m expecting a little 
bundle of joy quite soon, and I consider 

this situa-
tion to be 
q u i t e  a 
Tr i u m p h 
over stan-
dard pro-
c e d u r e s . 
D o  y o u 
have any 
s u g g e s -
tions for a 
name?

TB

Dear Sir [or Madam?]
 Our heartiest congratulations 
on your most unique situation. Bearing 
in mind that the proper name for a child 
will have lifelong ramifi cations, if it’s a 
boy we would suggest you name your son 
Herald, but if you should bring forth a 
girl, may we recommend Gloria. In either 
case, your accomplishment will have 
earned you quite some Acclaim. If the 
child takes after you, and you aren’t sure 
of the exact gender, we would humbly 
propose you assign the child a non 
gender-specifi c name such as Mayfl ower 
or Vitesse, both of which have a nice ring 
to them.

Dear Editurd,
 We fi nd ourselves in the unan-
ticipated position of early retirement, 
and we thought that perhaps you might 
be able to provide us with some guid-

ance and counseling on how to occupy 
ourselves now that we have a bit more 
time on our hands.
 With our years of experience in 
public service, what suggestions might 
you offer us?

ES the Empire State

Dear Guv’nr Spitzer,
 High-minded crusaders against 
graft and immorality such as yourself are 
truly a rare commodity in this day and 
age of scandal and corruption, and so we  
welcome the opportunity to advise you 
on ways to spend your new found and 
well-deserved “spare time.” We have it 
on very good authority that a British car 
club  along the banks of the Mississippi 
is in a desperate search for a treasurer, 
and they are in need of someone with 
impeccable morals such as yourself. 
This would be an opportunity for you to 
utilize your high standards and benefi t 
the British car community.
  For additional advice from 
others who have experiences similar to 
yours, please consult with Larry Craig, 
David Vitter, Duke Cunningham, Henry 
Hyde, or Mark Foley among others who 
have had the opportunity to deal with this 
sudden and unexpected glut of surplus 
time on their hands.

Dear Editurd,
 Following a recent gathering of 
friends and acquaintances at my home, 
I fi nd myself with a rather awkward and 
embarrassing quandary to deal with, and 
I hoped that some of your readers might 
be able to assist me in solving this most 
vexing dilemma. To put it delicately, my 
house has taken on a most repugnant 

odor, which I believe can be attributed 
to an intestinal disorder among some of 
my guests which is politely referred to 
as “gas.” How can I rid my residence of 
this foul olfactory condition?
JH, Joliet

Dear Jerry,
 We suspect that one or more 
of your company failed to adequately 
anticipate the inevitable reaction of 
alcohol, legumes, and spices which, 
when combined in the human stomach 
with digestive juices, produce copious 
amounts of methane. To rid your home 
of the residual reminders of your recent 
party, let us suggest that you air out your 
home by removing all of its contents and 
taking them to nearby Gary, Indiana, to 
expose them to the relatively aromatic 
air found near the refi neries that are still 
in operation. If any odors still persist, 
we would recommend removing all of 
the drywall and lumber from your home 
and replacing them with the new and 
improved Owens-Corning flatulance-
retardant product line which has been 
specifi cally designed for just such an 
occurrence. If all else fails, we suggest 
putting your home up for sale. After all, 
spring is the best time to list a house, 
and in the current real estate market, you 
should have an offer in no time fl at.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR



9SNIC BRAAAPP MAY 2008

ALL THINGS BRITISH

Ok, so I named “the 7” Sunshine.  
And now that I look back, maybe 
it wasn’t such a good decision.  

But it was right at the time, and that’s all 
you can ask for in the end.
 Since I became a member of 
ISOA two years ago, I have an entirely 
new perspective, interest, and passion in 
automobiles and “All Things British” in 
general. British is everywhere. It’s in the 
music. It’s in the beer. It’s in the humor.  
It’s in the cars.  
 Ok, music fi rst. - Beatles, Stones, 
Zeppelin, Animals, Sabbath, Dire Straits,  
Pink Floyd, Kinks, The Who. You can 
probably add at least another 50 bands 
and not really offend anyone’s top 100 
lists. Hell, even the Monkeys were good. 
[Ed Note: Opinions expressed here are 
those of the author and do not necessar-
ily refl ect the views of SNIC BRAAAPP]SNIC BRAAAPP]SNIC BRAAAPP

 The States have put up some 
pretty extraordinary musical talents, but 
I don’t think they have the fi re- power to 
prevail at a “Battle of the Bands” Show-
down by Attrition. I think it’s like com-
paring the greatest 50 white basketball 
players in NBA history to the greatest 50 
black ball players. Too much talent. Too 
many heavy hitters. White team outscored 
by a 2.19:1 or possibly even a 4.28:1 
ratio. I can see a 107-25 fi nal score with 
Larry Bird scoring all 25 points.
 Maybe you disagree. That’s 
fi ne. 
 Next, beer. - Regrettably, of the 
four prerequisites to “All Things Brit-
ish,” I am least knowledgeable, but an 
aspiring pupil, about the beer. Bitters, 
milds, stouts, and lagers, are mighty tasty 
beverages, I am sure, as is pretty much 
the local beer, at the local pub, drinking 
with the locals. The fact that it is served 
in pints, just makes it way cool. Brilliant! 
You might say. I think I have to do a Brit-
ish Pub Tour before I die or maybe skip 
over to Ireland and try to look up a 10th 
cousin or something. In the meantime, 
I will likely continue to drink the fi nest 
swill Milwaukee made the day before 
last.

 Seriously, next time you see me, 
buy me your favorite British beer.  I’ll 
review it and keep excellent records, for 
at least as long as I am capable of writing 
legibly anyway.
 Ok, humor. - The British humor is 
very dry, very sharp, very silly, and very, 
very, very funny. Monty Python alone 
qualifi es the Brits for this. And I readily 
admit, I agree. Damn, the Holy Grail is 
like 40 years old, and my 6 year old and 
9 year old act out the “mere fl esh wound” 
scene down to the “Come back here, and 
I’ll bite ya leg off ya coward!” while my 
11 year old does the “silly walk” for no 
particular reason. “It goes to 11.” That 
line alone formed the ISOA house band.  
That’s funny stuff. 
 The thing with British humor is 
you either get it, or you don’t. And if you 
don’t, that is too bad, because it’s pretty 
damn funny.
 Finally, the cars. - I love them.  
The races. The drivers. The stories. The 
provenance. I still mix up Aston Martin 
and Austin Healey a lot, but so what? 
They’re both great cars. I’ll learn.
 I love the 7. I look forward to 
driving it spring through fall. The inau-
gural “First Day of Spring Cruise” is 
approaching, and I’m hoping to partici-
pate, despite the current climatic fl uctua-
tions and high probability of really cold 
water falling from the sky and repeatedly 
hitting me in the face.
 If there is a more enjoyable 
example of “the whole being more than 
the sum of all it’s parts,” then the opportu-

nity to indulge in British 
music, beer, humor, and 
cars simultaneously, I’m 
not aware of it.

Cheers.

Mark
 “TRelvis” 

Costello
03-06-08

ISOA TECHNICAL EXSPURTS

TR3 Bill “Whizmo” Pyle
 630/773 4806

TR4  Pat “PowerBuldge” 
 Lobdell
 219/942 1263

TR4A/ Steve “Drippy” Yott
250 262/997-0701

TR6  Jeff “Stalker” Rust
(Early) 815/874 5623

TR6 Irv “Elwood” Korey
(Late) 847/831 2809

TR7 Phil “Factor” Fox 
 630/662 7721

TR8 Tim “Tool Man” Buja
 815/332 3119

Spitfi re - Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak
[Early] 847/683-9683

Spitfi re - Bill “Mr. Bill” Jensen
[Late] 815/729-9731

GT6 Dave “Snake” Shedor
 847/9375078

Stag Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak
 847/683-9683

Machinist Bob “Opera Man” 
 Crowley 
 630/355 2170

KeyMaster Bob “Senile” Donile
 630/837 3721

Electrical Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak
Paint, Body,  847/683-9683

READER CON “TR” IBUTIONS
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BOOK BRAAAPP

“THERE’S A REASON THE BRITISH 
DON’T MAKE CARS ANYMORE”

How many 
t i m e s 
have we 

all said these sad 
words as we were 
mightily frustrated 
with some aspect 
of the restoration, 
maintence and 
repair of our Tri-
umphs? Recently 
I  learned of  a 

complete book about this very subject: 
The End of the Road, The Rise and Fall 
of Austin-Healey, MG and Triumph 
Sports Cars, by Timothy R. Whisler, JAI 
Press, 1995. The only copy for sale on the 
internet was absurdly priced at $925.00 + 
$3.99 shipping, so I was happy when the 
Wheaton Public Library obtained a copy 
of this out of print book for me through 
the interlibrary loan program from the 
Northern Illinois University Library.
 Whisler, a professor at Saint 
Francis University in England, traces 
the rise and fall of what he calls ‘semi-
specialist sports cars’, specifi cally the 
Austin-Healey, MG and Triumph ver-
sions, from 1945 starting with the MG T 
series until “the end of the road” in 1981 
when production of the TR7/TR8 ended. 
His account is academic in nature with 
extensive charts, tables, graphs, fi gures 
and diagrams. He uses multiple origi-
nal company records such as Board of 
Directors Minutes, Production Records, 
and Annual Reports plus many articles, 
interviews and periodicals; the book 
is comprehensively footnoted with an 
extensive Bibliography – not really light 
reading. In spite of the dry style, I enjoyed 
reading the comprehensive record of the 
occasional successes and multiple mis-
fortunes of the British automobile indus-
try, as illustrated by the Austin-Healey, 
MG and Triumph sports car brands.
 Why did the British automobile 
industry fail? Low productivity, unsettled 
labor relations, low investment in fi xed 

plant, misleading or no cost accounting, 
poor profi t utilization (dividends often 
exceeded profits the few years when 
times were good), inadequate corporate 
strategy, incompetent executive manage-
ment, poor product quality, government 
policies of full employment producing 
overmanning and overcapacity, all were 
factors in the eventual demise of the Brit-
ish car business in particular and British 
manufacturing in general. Factories were 
built in areas of the country with high 
unemployment with government subsidy, 
resulting in car components, bodies-in-
white for example, being transported long 
distances for assembly, with considerable 
inefficiency. Contentious, “bloody-
minded” labor and management relation-
ships produced high costs due to frequent 
crippling strikes, low productivity, poor 
build quality, and even product sabotage.
 The factory fl oor was organized 
on a piece-work basis, and every work 
change, no matter how slight, (installing 
an alternator vs. a generator for example) 
caused renegotiation of the details of 
the agreement. Small groups of workers 
and their shop steward could and did 
shut down entire factories by initiating 
a strike. Management behavior was 
arrogant, unwilling or unable to cause 
change and certainly part of the problem.
 Time and time again new car 
models were rushed to manufacture with-
out suffi cient time and effort expended 
to resolve defective engineering and 
manufacturing causing poor build quality 
with the inevitable result of unhappy cus-
tomers and high warranty costs. Triumph 
Herald quality was so bad that during a 
fi ve month period in 1961-1962, of the 
1,677 sold in the U.S., 1,457 had war-
ranty claims; TR4s were worse - 2,212 
sold with 2,661 claims. In 1965, MGBs 
sold in the U.S. had a warranty cost of 
2% of sales. The three bearing B engines 
suffered from chronic oil starvation and 
nearly 30% of MGB owners reporting 
to Motoring Which? magazine in 1965 
required new engines. “Even though the 
problem was discovered shortly after 
the car was launched in 1963, it was not 
until 1966 that the motor was modifi ed 

to fi ve bearings. Labor believed strongly 
in the demarcation of the shop fl oor, 
and the use of inspectors reinforced this 
notion and relieved workers of respon-
sibility for quality control. For example, 
a worker at Triumph Speke #2 plant 
was told to ‘get back to his job’ after he 
informed his supervisor that each TR7 
that passed through the paint shop was 
being scratched by a protruding piece of 
metal. The object was removed several 
days later.” The problems caused by lack 
of parts, both bought-out and internal, 
were enormous. In 1970 Triumph incred-
ibly formally adopted an ‘Incomplete 
Build’ strategy. Six months later almost 
6,000 partially assembled cars were 
awaiting rectifi cation! To clear the back-
log, several incomplete TR6s (at least one 
with no engine!) were shipped to the U.S. 
In 1970 Consumer Reports “…noted 
that the (Wilmot Breeden) steering lock 
of a MGB-GT was subject to recall since 
it could engage during operation…”
 Whisler also writes about the 
management style of the British car 
companies. The pattern was often for 
the British owned fi rms to be managed 
by a supreme chief rather than a diffused 
corporate hierarchy. The ongoing merg-
ers, made necessary by poor fi nancial 
performance, usually resulted in a loose 
holding company structure with little 
central control and effi ciency. Gener-
ally, the merged companies stayed as 
separate as possible and often behaved 
with overt hostility and suspicion of 
one to the other. Intuitive rather than 
fact-based management frequently pro-
duced astounding examples of micro-
management by the chief executives.
 The introduction of the Datsun 
240Z in 1970 made the shortcomings of 
the British ‘semi-specialist sports cars’ 
even more apparent. The Datsun dealer-
ship network in the U.S. was stronger, 
and car quality and availability produced 
sales volumes which allowed dealer pros-
perity – something the British dealers had 
long struggled with in the U.S. In 1977-
1978 the Speke strike removed the TR7 

c o n t i n u e d  o n  f o l l o w i n g  p a g ec o n t i n u e d  o n  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e
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from the marketplace for almost a year 
and added to the car’s negative image.
 At the ‘end of the road,’ British 
Leyland produced sports car models 
that were expensive, low quality, old 
and tired designs and not much desired. 
In 1980, 71,553 Datsun Z series and 
43,743 Mazda RX-7s were sold in the 
U.S. [total 115,296] vs. 11,824 MGBs, 
4,050 Spitfi res, 10,313 TR7s and 567 
TR8s [total 26,754]. The market had 
spoken, and BL ceased sports car pro-
duction on October 5, 1981, when 

the last Triumph TR7 was produced.
 Although I wasn’t surprised by 
any new information in this detailed 
history of the downhill slide of the 
British car industry, I did enjoy reading 
the book. Whisler wrote a follow-up 
several years later, The British Motor 
Industry 1945-1994, A Case Study in 
Industrial Decline, Oxford University 
Press, 1999, that carries the sad story 
forward another decade and a half, 
to ownership by BMW. Of course, 
today even that business has dissolved.

Jay ‘Canonball’ Holekamp

DISTRIBUTOR CLINIC
TEXT & PICTURES BY BOB STREEPY

On Saturday, April 12th, under 
weather conditions described by 
the professional meteorologists 

as a “wintery mix” [in layman’s terms – 
shitty], more than a dozen ISOAers, some 
from as far away as Colorado [Denny 
Capetto was in town and stopped by] 
assembled at the home of Bill and Sheri 
Pyle to take part in the club distributor 
clinic. The tech session was facilitated 
by Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak and Tim 
“Toolman” Buja. Things got under way 

a r o u n d 
8:00 with 
coffee and 
r o l l s  i n 
the Pyle’s 
k i t c h e n 
b e f o r e 
ad jou rn -
ing to the 
g a r a g e 
a n d  t h e 
r e c e n t l y 

refurbished club distributor-testing 
machine. Tim plotted ignition curves, 
spun the dials, and adjusted the RPM 
on the vintage testing device, while Joe 
explained the theory and practice behind 
the myriad of dizzy’s brought in for 
analysis and diagnosis.
 There was a wide range of Tri-
umph distributors on hand, and Joe and 

Tim were up to the challenge of repairing 
and scoping them all. The group broke 
for lunch around midday when Sheri 
announced that there was pizza avail-
able for anyone who had worked up an 
appetite. After a break to enjoy a slice or 
two, washed down by an assortment of 
beverages provided by the hosts, it was 
back to the garage for more diagnosis.

 As is always the case, the E2 

“techspurts” never cease to amaze and 
impress the members present with their 
insights and knowledge of all things 
technical. This clinic was certainly no 
exception to what we have come to 
expect from Tim and Joe when it comes 
to understanding and explaining the 
mysteries of any and all things Triumph. 
It was further proof, not that we needed 
it, of how fortunate we are to have such 
talented people in our midst.

Suds

TECH BRAAAPP
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Dear Sir Bentley,
 I have recently noticed a min-
iscule plume of smoke coming from 
the exhaust of my Triumph Herald.. 
This trail of vapors is most vexing, 
and I was hoping that you could pro-
vide me with some advice as to rectify 
this issue.
JB Crystal Lake

My Dear Spuds, 
 As you are most certainly  
aware by now, the People’s Republic 
of Illinois has gone smoke free as of 
1 January, 2008. I have it on good 
authority that the constabulary will 
be on alert for any violators of this 
legislation, and the fi ne for violating 
the law may be quite severe. Since I 

know you are a man of frugality, I’m 
sure you should most certainly wish to 
avoid any unnecessary contributions 
to the coffers of the Prairie State.
 Fortunately for you, and for 
any other owners of Triumphs which 
might be prone to an occasional puff 
of improperly combusted hydrocar-

bons, there is a new product on the 
market which has apparently been 
designed exclusively for this problem. 
For the fi rst time since the days when 
Siegfried Bettmann first strapped 
a gasoline engine to a bicycle, it 
is apparently possible to operate a 
smoke free Triumph.

The directions are quite explicit, and 
the manufacturer’s promise that you 

can “....enjoy [your] Triumph in three 
simple steps. With Triumph Snus, 
there’s no smoking, no spitting, no 
mess and no problems!” 
 Plus, the product is available 
in both original and mint mixtures, 
apparently to accommodate various 
compression ratios. 

BH.

ADVICE TO THE SHOPWORN

Dear Sir Bentley, bons, there is a new product on the 

Sir Bentley Haynes, a distinguished man of letters with an extensive background 
in British automotive engineering, has graciously offered to provide the members 
of ISOA with free technical support in order to keep our Triumphs on the road. His 
resume was outlined in the April issue of Snicc Braappp. Due to the unusually high 
volume of questions from ISOA members, he has requested that all technical inquiries 
be screened and forwarded to him by way of the secretary of ISOA using the digest 
mode. He is not able respond to direct questions, but your letters are very important 
to him, and they may be monitored by Scotland Yard for quality control. E-Mail him 
at: trstreep@sbcglobal.net.trstreep@sbcglobal.net.
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ISOA CARAVAN GUIDELINES
TYPICAL DAILY SCHEDULE

(The specifi c day’s schedule will depend 
on how far the caravan plans to go, 
road conditions, number of cars in 
caravan, frequency of problems, etc.) 

Be ready to start on the road between 
8:00 - 9:00 am (or whatever time is 
agreed upon). Optional -- sometimes 

it is necessary to make a brief “pit stop” not 
long after the start (for personal comfort after 
pancake breakfasts, etc.). If necessary, we can 
make a brief pit stop, often at a highway rest 
area, but everyone should try to be ready to 
proceed in about 10 minutes. Stop for gas and 
a stretch about 10:30 am. (Try to limit stop 
to 15 minutes) Stop for gas and lunch about 
12:30 - 1:00. (Try to limit stop to 1 -- 1-1/4 
hours including getting gas) Stop for gas and 
a stretch about 3:30 - 4:00. (Try to limit stop 
to 15 minutes) Stop for the evening about 
6:00 - 7:00 If desired, meet for dinner (pizza, 
etc.) about 30-45 minutes after arrival and 
check-in. The distance between stops is deter-
mined by time of day, weather conditions, 
car performance, smallest gas tank, weakest 
bladder, etc. We generally try to go 2 - 2-1/2 
hours between stops, sometimes 3 hours. 
Too many stops can result in arriving at our 
destination town quite late in the evening.

General Hints for Happy Caravanning 

 Make sure you understand the 
planned route, approximate distance the cara-
van plans to travel that day, and the planned 
evening stop location. Have hotel number, 
road, town, etc. At the beginning of the day, 
be ready to leave at the agreed upon time. 
Have a full tank of gas, full stomach, empty 
bladder, etc. by the departure time. If you 
have a CB radio, tune it to the agreed upon 

channel. [Be sure to have an I-Pass if any Be sure to have an I-Pass if any 
tollway driving is included.tollway driving is included.]]tollway driving is included.]tollway driving is included.tollway driving is included.]tollway driving is included. The caravan will 
have a “lead car” at the front and a “sweep 
car” at the rear. The lead car will do its best to 
know the route and have a working CB radio. 
The slowest cars (or the car which is expected 
to be least dependable) should take positions 
near the front of the caravan. The “sweep 
car” (last) should drive with headlights on 
so it’s easier for the lead car to see where the 
end of the caravan is. The sweep car should 
have a working CB. Once driving, try to keep 
a consistent interval between you and the 
car ahead of you. This helps avoid frequent 
speed changes farther back in the caravan. 
 If you think the caravan is going 
too fast or slow, call the leader on your 
CB or signal some other car in some way. 
However, keep in mind that no two Tri-
umph speedometers read the same. Some 
can be 10-20 mph off. The leader usually 
tries to drive at about the legal speed limit. 
Therefore, it’s important to keep your 
interval with other cars to minimize the 
need to slow way down or speed way up. 
 If the caravan needs to make an 
unplanned stop for repairs, personal com-
fort, etc. and the group has been driving 
for at least 1-1/2 hours, fi ll up with gas if 
you have a chance. This will prevent get-
ting “out of sync” with the other cars. For 
driving variety (especially on Interstates), 
switch driving order once in a while by 
passing a couple of caravan cars or having 
several pass you. This keeps the “scenery” 
a little different and occupies your mind. 

Communications

 A CB radio is most effective and 
enjoyable for short ranges. At the start of 
the day, fi nd out which channel will be used. 
Use the CB to give instructions, tell of prob-
lems, comment on society, etc. It makes the 
trip seem shorter. If you have an operating 
cell phone, give your number to the leader 
(if leader has a phone) and get other cars’ 
numbers. You shouldn’t need the phone, but 
it might help if the group gets separated. 
 If you see a problem with anyone 
else’s car, try to signal them and explain what 
it is.

Trouble/Unplanned stops/Emergencies, etc.

 If your car has trouble (or if 
you need an emergency stop for personal 
reasons), try to locate a rest area or wide 
shoulder. Signal caravan leader that you are 
pulling off. The entire caravan will probably 
stop if it’s safe to do so. If not, the caravan 
will pull off on next exit or road. Pull as far 
off the pavement as possible, and turn on 
fl ashers (if you have them). If you get out 
of your car to work on it, try to stay on the 
passenger side of the car, away from passing 
traffi c. Keep anyone who is helping you on 
that side, too. Don’t forget about passing 
high speed traffi c which will be surprised by 
a number of cars parked along the shoulder. 
When pulling back onto the highway, it usu-
ally works best if everyone is ready to roll, 
then the last car pulls on to the road to “block” 
for the others. It sounds good, but doesn’t 
always work, especially on Interstates.

Leaving the Caravan

 If you decide to (or are forced to) 
leave the caravan for personal or mechani-
cal reasons, make sure someone knows that 
the caravan shouldn’t wait for you or look 
for you. Try to inform the caravan leader or 
sweep car. If you plan to meet up with the 
caravan later in the day or at the evening 
stop, know where the caravan plans to stop 
for the night. Get the hotel phone number, 
etc. if possible. 

Remember, this is our vacation. 
We must have fun!! 

Jack Billimack 8/24/98

ISOA CARAVAN GUIDELINES channel. [Be sure to have an I-Pass if any Trouble/Unplanned stops/Emergencies, etc.

With the motoring season fi nally upon us, once again we are reprinting Uncle Spuds’s With the motoring season fi nally upon us, once again we are reprinting Uncle Spuds’s 
“Guide to Great Caravanning.” He wants to make sure it is as good for you as it is for him.

CARAVANNING PROTOCOL
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EVENTS OF IN “TR” EST

TR Fore!
Second Annual 

ISOA Open
Sat. June 28 Tee 
Time 12:00 noon

Grab your mashie and join us at 
the Addison Park District Links 
& Tees, a par 3 golf course pat-
terned after the famous Bush-
wood [and designed by Carl 
Spackler.] Your $30.00 entry fee 
gets nine holes of golf, the use 
of a pull cart, lunch and bever-
ages [@2]. Limited to the fi rst 
24 ISOAers who sign up. RSVP 
Bruce Barnett, [847/825-8276]
Remember: golf spelled back-

ward is “fl og.”

June 15 August 9-10
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EVENTS OF IN “TR” EST

ISOA Campout July 11-13
Apple River Canyon State Park 

[Alternate accommodations; Country 
Inns & Suites Stockton, IL (815-947-
6060) approximately 8 miles from camp-
ground. 

Friday, July 11th: Caravan from the inter-
section of route 64 & 47 leaving at noon. 
From there it is about 2 hours 15 minutes 
to the campground. [For those unable to 
drive up on Friday , you can join the group 
on Saturday morning, plan to arrive by 
10:30 am.]

Saturday, July 12th: Tour into Galena

S u n d a y ,  J u l y  1 3 t h :  To u r  # 2 .
One note of caution: the roads are 
quite hilly and curvey and very excit-
ing to drive on!! Good brakes & a 
good transmission are recommended!!

Contact Bob Crowlry [630/849-9240 or 
email tcrow94699@AOL.com] for addi-
tional informationtional information

August 15Sept. 27-8

KASTNER CUP

It’s like a planetary alignment for Tri-
umph fans, only way cooler, since you 
can actually see it. Hundreds of historic 

Triumphs from around the globe are con-
verging on Watkins Glen, NY, September 
3-7 for the Kastner Cup Vintage Race, 
presented by Classic Motorsports magazine 
and Moss Motors. 
 Among the luminaries will be the 
famed Group 44 factory race cars, the fi rst 
production Triumph sports car, and — of 
course — Kas Kastner, the legendary Tri-
umph tuner, racer and head of the North umph tuner, racer and head of the North 

American Triumph Competition Depart-American Triumph Competition Depart-American Triumph Competition Depart-
ment. 
 It’s all part of the Sportscar Vin-
tage Racing Association’s U.S. Vintage 
Grand Prix — the largest vintage race week-
end in the east. Kastner will present the 
Kastner Cup to the racer who best embodies 
the spirit of the marque and the event for 
the award. He’ll also be on hand to assist 
racers and talk to fans of the marque. 
 TS01, a 1953 TR2 that holds the 
distinction of being the fi rst production 
Triumph sports car off the line, will also 
be there. Joe Richards, who painstakingly 
restored TSO1 to its historic original specs, 
will be honored by Friends of Triumph, the 

North America-based group of Triumph North America-based group of Triumph 
racers and race fans. 
 Triumph enthusiasts and racers 
will also be welcomed into the Friends Of will also be welcomed into the Friends Of 
Triumph Hospitality Tent and into the town 
of Watkins Glen. The downtown merchants 
association of Watkins Glen is organizing a 
street festival with Triumph as the featured 
marque, and racers will be allowed to run 
the old street circuit through the town. 
 For more information on this 
amazing weekend of vintage and historic 
racing. For further information, go to Clas-
sicMotorsports.net/kastner-cup or contact 
Tim Baxter at baxter@classicmotorsports.
net. 

Sept 27-8 Sept. 21
White Trash Night 

Aug. 22Aug. 22
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TEN YEARS AGO THIS MONTH

It’s hard to believe that it’s been a decade since ISOA 
bid farewell to the Roundup Saloon in Hillside [in a 
most acrimonious split] and took up residence in the 

garden level of Mack’s Golden Pheasant - at least for a few 
hours each month, but the offi cial Snic Braaapp archives 
clearly prove this to be the case. [I guess it’s true what 
they say about time fl ying when you’re having fun.]
  The May issue of the Stagmeister News Group 
publication featured a custom designed graphic of our 
relocation to Mack’s on its cover in May of 1998. The 20-
page newsletter included a map, which we are still using, 
to Mack’s, a calendar of upcoming events, most of which 
we still participate in, and also a special clinic on fuel 
injection conducted by Mark “Silo” Fisher that included a 
drawing for a fuel-injection system for a Triumph. There 
were also registration forms for the Champaign, Quadfest, 
and Sussex British car shows.

 The issue included a two-page review of the 
British publication Triumph World by Mel Merzon. [By Triumph World by Mel Merzon. [By Triumph World
the way, the subscription rate ten years ago was £22 for 
the bi-monthly publication. Current subscribers are well 
aware that the price has certainly increased since, although 
in their defense, the magazine now appears on a monthly 
basis.]
 There were two pages of some fi ller gibberish 
from a guy named “T.R. Sicks” about the annual ISOA  
“House on the Rock” Tour, which Joe must have included 
to fi ll some space.
 The May ’98 Snic Braaapp included several other 
maps [remember, this was pre-Mapquest] including one to 
the former site of LaFox Imports, where we held the spring 
tune-up clinic. [Ed Note: at least one former newsletter 
editor certainly regrets ever attending that event.] The 
newsletter also included an excerpt from Dan Masters 
about converting a negative ground TR4 to an alterna-
tor. 
 New members that month included Mike Booz and 
Spinal Tappets keyboardist extraordinaire, Dan Swanson. 
There was half a page of regalia available back in ’98, 
including hats, jackets, sweatshirts, polo shirts, tote bags, 
and T-Shirts some of which may still be available. 
 The classifi eds a decade ago listed a TR6 tub, a 
TR3 “project” car and other ephemera from the famous 
Thundercheese collection, a TR7 parts car for “best 
offer,” misc TR4 parts from “Hands” Blonder, a 1965 
Spitfi re parts car for $250.00, a 250 parts car – cheap, 
a two-owner Stag for $10,000, a 79,000 mile TR6 that 
the owner described as “a nine out of ten” for $9600, a 
74 TR6 with Webers, 10.5 to: 1 compression, S3 cam, 
headers, Ansa exhaust, mags, hardtop and factory air for 
$12,500, and a 1980 Spitfi re with a Weber, front and rear 
swap bar, headers, from Steve Percifi eld for $3,000.
 And that’s the way it was, May 1998, except now, 
you were there!!

FLASH BRAAAPP 1998
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APRIL ISOA MEETING NOTES 
[IN CASE YOU MISSED IT]

More than 60 ISOA members, many 
of whom drove in Triumph in 
light of the delightful weather 

conditions, on Sunday, April 6th, crowded 
the garden level of Mack’s Golden Pheasant, 
possibly to witness the belated presentation 
of the 2007 Super Boomer Award. Tim 

“Gizmo” Mantel 
accepted the award, 
after thanking all of 
the “little people” 
who helped him 
a c h i e v e  I S O A 
i m m o r t a l i t y 
[ i m m o r a l i t y ? ] . 
Tim then recounted 
t h e  l i t a n y  o f 
events which led 
to his receiving 
the  pres t ig ious 
accolade. Several 
first timers were 

in attendance, some from as far away 
as Kentucky, clearly to listen to Tim’s 
acceptance speech. President Mark 
“Guzzler” Moore got the meeting under 
way at precisely 7:13 PM [7:00 official 
ISOA time] by introducing club offi cers in 
attendance and asking the audience if there 
were any suggestions to deal with the club’s 
dissolution, a reference to the gag from the 
April issue of the newsletter.
 Tim Buja circulated a membership 
roster for updating purposes. The new rosters 
should be available soon. Tim mentioned 
that there was only a minimal drop-off in 
total membership as we moved to a new 
fi scal year and that the numbers are still very 
robust.
 Joe “Stagmeister” Pawlak recapped 
some of the progress that has been made on 
the restoration of the TTA Stag project and 
asked for volunteers to help in removing 
the undercoating in preparation for the paint 
stripping party. He also passed around an 
album of graphics that showed the crew of 
ISOA workers in action on the car. 
 Mark then asked for other club 
members to describe the progress on their 
own projects. He spoke about the work that 
had been done on his own car, which he 
claims is just about ready for primer. Mike 
Geiter asked about recommendations for 
shops that could handle reworking the head 
on his Dolomite TR7, and Mark Fisher said 

that the Lo [cost] us was now equipped with 
a fuel cell and gauges and may soon be ready 
to fi re up. 
 We then moved to past events. Bill 
Jensen described the recent carb clinic held 
at his home and Jerry Hurst spoke about 
the Chilifest that he and Sandy hosted. 
Jack “Spuds” Billimack recapped some of 
the future club events on tap. Among other 
things, Jack mentioned the distributor clinic 
to be held at Pyle’s, the tune-up clinic, also 
at Bill and Sheri’s, and the breakfast tour 
coordinated and planned by Doug Larson 
set for May 10th. [Doug handed out some 
printed information on the tour as well.] 
Peter Conover mentioned that the Spinal 
Tappets were scheduled to perform at the 
Roselle cruise night on June 6th. [The 
Tappets have recorded a new CD for the ’08 
VTR, which will be given to all who register 
for the convention and they will perform 
some of their new material in Roselle.] 
Bruce Barnet reported on the golf outing 
scheduled for June 28th and mentioned that 
the tee time was set for noon, to coincide 
with the legal time that the facility can serve 
alcohol. He added that the fee had been 
changed to $30.00, still cheap. The deadline 
for signing up will be the June meeting. Bob 
Crowley spoke about the summer campout 
at Apple Canyon, and Jack wrapped things 
up by discussing some of the tentative plans 
for caravanning to Ypsilanti for the VTR 
Convention.
 Following a break, nominations 
were placed for the Peter M. Roberts 
and the Boomer Awards. The Boomer 
nominations went to [1] Jack Billimack and 
Don Shelton for coming up with a faster, 
[but not necessarily safer], way to remove 
coil springs from a Stag using only one 
spring compressor, [2] Joe “Jelly Belly” 
Kaplan for putting the brake backing plate on 
backwards when reassembling his Spit rear 
suspension, and [3] Tim Mantel for trapping 
himself in his attic and having to scream 
for Sheila to rescue him. In a surprise vote, 
Jack and Don won [lost?], and Tim escaped 
without the bent wheel. The Peter M. Roberts 
nominations went to [1] Joe Pawlak for his 
efforts on the TTA Stag, [2] George Grumbos 
for loaning a u-joint to Tom Sotomayer, [3] 

the Black Sheep 
Squadron [Bruce 
Barnet, Jim Thing, 
and Steve Bailey] 
for helping George 
Grumbos install an 
overdrive, and [4] overdrive, and [4] 

Jerry Hurst for mentoring the attendees at 
the carb clinic. The complimentary beverage 
and the chalice went to Jerry.
 Jack Billimack won the raffle 
and opted for the tune-up kit. [Ed note: it 
may be the fi rst time that he has the right 
number of plugs to match the cylinders on 
his car.] Things broke up around 9:00 PM. 
Again, begging your forbearance for any 
unintentional errors or omissions, I remain, 
your humble and obedient scribe.

Suds

MEETING STUFF

2008 ISOA 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President Mark “Guzzler” Moore
 815/397-3253
 mrmtr6@sbcglobal.net

Vice President Mike “Toofus” Mueller
 630/860-9118 
 greenjet3@aol.com

Treasurer/ Kim “Wacker Drive”  
Regalia Jensen
Coordinator 815/729-9731
                 KimandBill76@sbcglobal.net
 630/773-4806

Secretary/ Bob Secretary/ Bob Secretary/ “Suds” Streepy
Newsletter 630/372-7565
Editor trstreep@sbcglobal.net
  
Events Jack "Spuds" Billimack 
 815/459-4721
 jbillimack@comcast.net.

Membership/ Tim “Tool Man” Buja 
Webmaster 815/332-3119

buja@insightbb.com

Motorsports/ Irv “Elwood” Korey 
Curmudgeon 847/831-2809
 emanteno@comcast.net

BCU Mike “Hands” Blonder
Reps Terri Underhill 

Seargeant Roman “JrRoman “JrRoman “ .” Hrynewycz 
at Arms 708/456-4327
 rah_63@comcast.net

Technical  Joe “Stagmeister” 
Coordinator/ Pawlak Coordinator/ Pawlak Coordinator/
Newsletter 847/683-4184
Publisher    stagfi re6573@foxvalley.net
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CLASSIFIEDS & GENERAL INFORMATION

Classifi ed Ads: The Illinois Sports Owners Association newsletter will accept classifi ed advertisements from members who 
wish to buy or sell Triumph cars, parts or miscellaneous related material. We will run ads, at no charge, for club members 
for ninety days. We also accept ads from non-ISOA private individuals who have cars, parts or related items that we deem 
of possible interest to our membership on a case-by-case basis. We do NOT accept advertising from commercial enterprises 
– even if those businesses are owned or operated by club members. If a Triumph related business hosts an event which we 
feel might be of interest to our membership, we will inform our readership of this occurrence, but this newsletter, its editors, 
and the board of directors do not endorse, recommend, or otherwise support, implicitly or explicitly, any commercial entity 
doing business in the Triumph-related domain.

For Sale: 1974 TR 6. Clean, healthy runner. Approx. 15K on 
engine (total 80K);  overdrive; roll-bar; a number of modest 
handling and performance modifi cations; many extras, includ-
ing never used original factory tonneau cover ($600+for 
aftermaket offerings). $15,000. Bill Ruetsche 847-719-2386  
bfr5@comcast.net [5/08]

For Sale: 1972 STAG, Capri 2.6L V-6, Pimento, hard top, 
black conv. top & interior, manuals & accessories, like-new 
Michelin’s, $5,500.00. Call Michael “Moses” Mitsch, 847-
258-4404 or michaelmitsch11@yahoo.com [4/08]

For Sale: Miscellaneous TR3 parts including TR3A non- 
overdrive transmission, generator, starter, steering wheel, 
intake manifold, various intake and carburetor parts, various 
front end suspension and steering parts, valve cover and some 
engine parts  Email Will Howard at howardwill@msn.com

For Sale: Just in - Newly designed ISOA Sweatshirts. Be the 
fi rst one on your block to have a new Crewneck, Hooded, or 
Zip Front Hooded style. $20.00, $25.00 and $30.00. Call Kim 
Jensen, 815/729-9731, to order yours

Get a free birthday drink if you attend the general meeting 
(birthday must be on fi le with membership-chair)

Bill Jensen 5/03
Mike Geiter 5/04
John Randell 5/04
Andy Mikonis 5/04
Rob Paczkowski 5/07
Mary Lou Gleason 5/08
Vickie Korey 5/09
Joan Shedor 5/09
Ernie Husmann 5/09
Hank Sikora 5/12

Mark Anderson 5/15
Diane Mueller 5/18
Jim Chodak 5/21
Bruce Bodenstein 5/24
Linda Hartmann 5/25
Debbie Larson 5/25
Adrian Jaworski 5/25
Tom Sotomayor 5/28
Pete Ballard 5/29

Coming in your June Coming in your June 
SNIC BRAAAPP

STTAG Phase 3 - Suspended in Springtime, Shock & 
StrutYourself and Phase 4 - Just Scraping By.
  •Tony Beadle’s Con “TR” ibutions from Across the 
    Pond
   •SVRA Vintage GT Challenge at Road America
    •Spring Breakfast Run
      •Tune-Up Clinic Report
        •Spotlight on Spitfire 1500

Lots of other Stuff
On newstands May 25th

MEMBERSHIP COUNTS:

# of memberships is 145 - # of members is 209

ISOA member and all around good-guy, Frank Carwright has been asked to round up some Brit-
ish cars for a display/car show north of Kenosha, Wisconsin on Wednesday morning, May 21. He is 
hoping for 8-10 cars. If you can help out, call Frank at 708/287-8507 or email fctr6@hotmail.comhoping for 8-10 cars. If you can help out, call Frank at 708/287-8507 or email fctr6@hotmail.com
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“TR” CHIVE CLASSIC GRAPHICS

ISOA ON THE INTERNET

You can always get the latest news directly from the ISOA web site. http://www.snic-braaapp.org To subscribe  
to the ISOA electronic mailing, list buja@insightbb.com

ONLINE ROSTER ACCESS INFO
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STEVE YOTT [FOREGROUND] FOLLOWED BY JAY HOLEKAMP, MARK MOORE, & BOB STREEPY 
ON THE TAIL OF THE DRAGON, NEAR DEALS GAP, NC. OCT. 2007 PHOTO BY KILBOY.COM
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